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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 12022 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: UR, US, CA 

SUBJECT: GROMYKO ON BREZHNEV; AUG 16 TOAST AND U.S.-SOVIET 
RELATIONS 

REF: MOSCOW 1 1905 

1 . CANADIAN DCM HAS GIVEN US FOLLOWING READOUT OF 30 
MINUTE AUG 17 CALL ON GROMYKO BY CANADIAN AMBASSADOR FORD - 
HIS FIRST IN SOME EIGHT MONTHS AND SEVERAL MONTHS AFTER 
FORD HAD REQUESTED IT TO DELIVER LETTER FROM CANADIAN 
FOREIGN MINISTER. 
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2. WHEN FORD ASKED WHETHER BREZHNEV'S AUG 16 TOAST TO 
TITO WAS INTENDED AS A POSITIVE GESTURE TO WASHINGTON 
(A WIDESPREAD INTERPRETATION AMONG FOREIGN OBSERVERS 
HERE), GROMYKO DID NOT REPLY DIRECTLY. HE SAID 
THERE WERE OUTSTANDING QUESTIONS OF PRINCIPLE AND 
THE FUTURE WAS DIFFICULT TO PREDICT. DURING AND AFTER 
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VLADIVOSTOK, MAJOR AGREEMENTS HAD BEEN REACHED AND THE 
HORIZON LOOKED PROMISING. BUT NOW THERE WAS A NEW 
MASTER (KHOZYAIN) IN THE WHITE HOUSE. PRESIDENT 
CARTER HAD TWO POSITIONS. ONE WAS VERY POSITIVE AND 
THE OTHER WAS DIFFERENT —"I CAN'T TELL WHAT THE FORE- 
CAST IS." 

3. ON BELGRADE CSCE GROMYKO SAID THE SOVIETS WOULD 
DISCOURSE ALONG THEIR TRACK AND THE U.S. ALONG ITS OWN. 

HE HOPED THE RESULTS WOULD BE CONSTRUCTIVE BUT THE 
U.S. WAS KNOWN TO VACILLATE IN ITS POSITION. 

4. GROMYKO WOULD NOT BE DRAWN OUT FURTHER. ACCORD- 
ING TO OUR SOURCE, WHO WAS PRESENT, HE SEEMED OLD, 

TIRED AND LIMPID; HIS ATTENTION SEEMED DISTRACTED 
AND HIS MIND SEEMED TO WANDER. THE ONLY TIME HE 
EVINCED A VIGOROUS REACTION WAS WHEN FORD ASKED 
WHETHER IN AMERICAN PARLANCE THE BALL WAS IN THE 
U.S. COURT. GROMYKO RESPONDED EMPHATICALLY, "YES, 

IT IS ABSOLUTELY IN THE U.S. COURT." 

5. WHEN IN CLOSING FORD, REFERRING TO THE UPCOMING 
UNGA SESSION, COMMENTED THAT THERE WAS A BUSY 
SCHEDULE AHEAD FOR AUTUMN, GROMYKO AGREED BUT SAID THE 

MOST IMPORTANT EVENT WAS "OCTOBER," MEANING THE NOVEMBER CELEBRA- 
TION OF THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION. 
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6. WHILE GROMYKO AVOIDED DIRECT CONFIRMATION THAT 
BREZHNEV'S TOAST WAS A POSITIVE SIGNAL TO WASHINGTON, 
HIS REMARKS (LIKE THOSE OF ARBATOV AND OF COURSE 
BREZHNEV HIMSELF) STAND IN MARKED CONTRAST TO THE 
HIGHLY EMOTIONAL ANTI-U.S. PITCH MADE TO FORD BY 
DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER ZEMSKOV DURING A LENGTHY 
LUNCH ON AUGUST 5. REPEATEDLY EMPHASIZING THAT HE 
WAS SPEAKING INFORMALLY, ZEMSKOV LAUNCHED INTO AN 
IMPASSIONED ATTACK ELABORATING FAMILIAR LINES: 

- IT WAS INCOMPREHENSIBLE THAT A SUPPOSEDLY 
RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT COULD DISREGARD THE VLADI- 
VOSTOK AGREEMENT; 

- THE DEMOCRATS WERE ALIGNED WITH THE INDUSTRIAL- 
MILITARY COMPLEX AND UNDERMINING THE REPUBLICAN 
POLICY OF DETENTE; 

- THE HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN WAS A FORM OF 
IDEOLOGICAL WARFARE ACTIVELY DIRECTED BY THE CIA 
WHICH SEEKS TO UNDERMINE THE SOVIET SYSTEM BY PROPA- 
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GANDA AS WELL AS BY THE INTRODUCTION OF NEW STRATEGIC 
AND OTHER WEAPONS SYSTEMS; 

- AFTER WATERGATE AND VIETNAM THE U.S. WAS 
REVERTING TO THE OLD PATTERN OF SEEKING A DOMINANT 
ROLE AND A POSITION OF STRENGTH; 

- THE U.S. SALT PACKAGE WAS A CALCULATED ATTEMPT 
TO GAIN UNILATERAL ADVANTAGE (HERE HE HELD FORTH AT 
GREAT LENGTH ON THE USSR BEING SURROUNDED BY U.S. 
TACTICAL WEAPONS); 

- MANY EUROPEAN COUNTRIES AND OTHERS WANT DETENTE 
AND THE U.S. STANDS ISOLATED. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 04 MOSCOW 12022 181847Z 

TOON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 18-Aug-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MOSCOW12022 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770299-0489 
Format: TEL 
From: MOSCOW 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770849/aaaaboys.tel 

Line Count: 137 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 8c098b58-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 MOSCOW 1 1 905 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1562427 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GROMYKO ON BREZHNEV; AUG 1 6 TOAST AND U.S. -SOVIET RELATIONS 
TAGS: PDIP, UR, US, CA, (GROMYKO, ANDREY ANDREYEVICH), (FORD) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/8c098b58-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



